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Association of University Language Communities in the UK and Ireland

											15 June 2026

Dear Professor Jane Norman,
The Association of University Language Communities expresses its deep concern regarding the proposed closure of the Language Department and Language Centre at the University of Nottingham. Such a decision risks undermining not only the institution’s academic breadth, but also its capacity to engage meaningfully with an increasingly interconnected and multilingual world.
Languages are central to the internationalisation agendas of UK higher education. They enable mobility, foster global partnerships, and equip students with the intercultural competencies necessary to collaborate across borders. At a time when universities are seeking to strengthen their global outlook, the removal of language provision represents a significant step backwards.
The University of Nottingham’s Language Centre also plays a vital role in supporting the institution’s international campuses and transnational education strategy. As a university with established campuses abroad, Nottingham depends on strong linguistic and intercultural expertise to ensure effective collaboration, student mobility, and academic coherence across sites. Language provision is therefore not peripheral, but integral to sustaining the success and distinctiveness of Nottingham’s global campus model.
Equally, language skills are critical for employability. Employers consistently value graduates who can operate across linguistic and cultural contexts, demonstrating adaptability, communication skills, and global awareness. Reducing opportunities to study languages at university level will have a direct impact on the preparedness of graduates entering a competitive and international job market.
Language provision is also of particular importance to international student recruitment and experience. In an increasingly competitive global higher education market, prospective students are drawn to institutions that demonstrate a clear commitment to multilingualism, intercultural engagement, and global citizenship. The ability to study languages—whether as part of a degree or alongside it—enhances both the academic and social experience of international students, and signals an inclusive and outward-looking institutional culture. A reduction in language provision risks sending the opposite message and may weaken the University of Nottingham’s position in attracting and retaining international students at a time when this cohort is strategically and financially crucial.
The proposed closures also raise serious concerns from a widening participation and diversity perspective. For many students in the UK, access to language learning at school level is uneven or absent. University language centres play a vital role in ensuring that these students are not excluded from acquiring linguistic skills later in their educational journey. Maintaining such provision is therefore essential to equity of access and opportunity.
Furthermore, AULC wishes to emphasise the importance of valuing community languages and the rich diversity of cultures they represent. Language centres are often key spaces where heritage and community languages can be recognised, supported, and developed, contributing to a more inclusive academic environment.
In a multilingual and multicultural society—where the ability to communicate across languages and cultures is increasingly central to education, research, and global engagement—universities have a responsibility to nurture linguistic and cultural diversity, not diminish it. We therefore strongly urge the University of Nottingham to reconsider its plans and to reaffirm, clearly and publicly, its commitment to languages as a fundamental component of a globally engaged, academically rigorous, and socially responsible university.
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Dr Ana de Medeiros
Chair of AULC
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